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PRESS RELEASE

24 September 2009

EUROPE HAS HELPED MAKE US WHAT WE ARE

YES to LISBON is logical for Irish Trade Unionists

Calling for a YES vote to LISBON

Independent Senator Joe O’Toole said……..

As a Trade Unionist, An Educationalist, A Public Representative and a Gaeilgeoir, I see the Treaty as further delivery of many of the hopes and aspirations for which Educationalists, Trade Unionists and Republicans have struggled for many, many decades.
Lisbon is the crucial step in balancing the Common Market of Business with Rights and Protections for ordinary Citizens, Workers and Minorities.
Among other things, This Treaty 

1
Confirms the position of Education in European policies

2
Protects the Workers and Citizens of Europe by enshrining the Charter of Rights in European Legislation

3
Enhances National Culture and Languages and reaffirms the status of Gaeilge as a language of Europe and  

4
Creates a more Transparent and Democratic Europe

5
It unambiguously puts on a legal basis

-
The right to Organise and to Form and Join Trade Unions

-
The right to Collective Bargaining, Assembly, Protest and the Right to take Strike action.

-
The Right to Working conditions which respect Workers’ Health, Safety and Dignity

-
The Right to Protection against Unjust Dismissal

I have said in another place that IF JAMES CONNOLLY WERE ALIVE TODAY HE WOULD BE OUT THERE KNOCKING ON THE DOORS OF IRELAND ADMONISHING THE CITIZENS TO VOTE YES FOR LISBON.

It is also worth recalling the dream of Robert Emmet that Ireland would one day take her place among the Nations of the World.  By voting YES in Next week’s Lisbon Referendum the Irish people can give substance to that dream.

It is proper to a democratic state that there should be free and open debate on matters of national importance.  Indeed Democracy thrives on Challenge and Scepticism. It is saddening therefore that those opposed to Lisbon should sow uncertainty and confusion by circulating misinformation and falsehoods.

The fact is that for Those of us in the Irish Trade Union Movement who have spent lifetimes working to improve the lot of working people and disadvantaged people, the Charter of Fundamental Rights is the most attractive amalgamation of Rights, Protections and Opportunities ever to come within our grasp.  It gives us a gilt edged opportunity to enshrine with legal status many of the issues which are objectives of the Irish Trade Union Movement.

Even the most casual glance at the Charter, which incidentally is written in accessible and simple language, will convince of its value.
Take the area of DISABILITY for instance and we find a classic example of Europe once again delivering what our own National Governments has refused.  

For years Disability Groups in this country have been campaigning to have the Rights of People with Disability enshrined in our laws and successive Governments have always refused.   Article 26 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights enshrines Rights for people with Disability.   This now gives Disability Groups a solid ground and new argumentation on which to pressurize our National Government

Take the area of Education

For forty years successive Irish Governments had resisted the inclusion of EDUCATION in European legislation.  After years of pressure we finally managed to have it included in the Maastricht Treaty.  Article 14 of LISBON advances the Right to Education by extending it to facilitate continuing Training also Lifelong Education and Training has long been an Objective of the Trade Union Movement.  

A YES vote to LISBON brings us one step closer to achieving that.

Let’s also consider some of the areas of Misinformation

THE NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE

Time too to dissect the debate regarding the Minimum wage, including the blatant dishonesty of groups implying that the Minimum wage will be reduced to €1.84 by Europe.
The introduction of the National Minimum Wage in this country was a creature of Social Partnership.  I was myself centrally involved when it was proposed by the ICTU at the PESP [Programme for Economic and Social Prosperity] talks in 1998 and was finally conceded in the Partnership Negotiations of the year 2000. The National Minimum Wage came into force in April 2000 following the passing of the Minimum Wage Act 2000 by Dail and Seanad.

So let’s stick with the facts then. Europe has no role and had no role whatever in setting or changing the National Minimum Wage.  That is a matter completely under Irish legislation and our own control and those who suggest otherwise or who claim a European involvement in our national Minimum Wage are completely wrong and I call on them to take the honest course by publicly admitting the error of their argumentation. 

I note with also with some cynicism that some of that small group of Trade Union Members who are opposing the Lisbon Treaty were also among those who ten years ago, opposed the two National Partnership Agreements which delivered the Minimum Wage in the first place.  They were wrong then and they’re still wrong now trying to sell a pup to the Irish people !!

THE PRIVATISATION SCARE.

This argument about Lisbon facilitating Privatisation of Public Services is a total red herring and is specious and irrelevant.  Those of us who have spent our careers fighting for improved Education Health and other Public services know only too well that the impetus for Privatisation and Co-Location and the rest was home grown and not initiated in Europe.   On the contrary if we look across the water to our nearest Continental Neighbour France we see the kinds of Health and Education Services which we in Ireland can only dream about.  What we need is more rather than less of the European model of Health and Education Services.

Voting YES to Lisbon is an investment in Jobs, The Economy and Our Future 

Voting YES is a WIN, WIN vote for Ireland and her People
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